CASCA Annual General Meeting 2023 (online)
May 16, 2023


Minutes: Rine Vieth (CASCA Anglophone Member-at-Large)

Meeting: Start: 1:03 pm (ET)

1) Welcome / Bienvenue

2) Approval of the Agenda / Adoption de l’ordre du jour
a. Move to approve agenda: Éric Gagnon-Poulin moves, Monica Heller seconds.
b. Motion passes unanimously (23 votes for, no against)

3) Approval of AGM minutes from 2022 / Adoption du procès-verbal de l’AGA 2022
a. Approved

4) Presentation of outgoing, continuing and new executive members / Présentation des membres sortant·e·s, actuels et nouveaux du comité de direction
a. Outgoing:
a. Éric Gagnon Poulin: Past President / Président sortant
b. Daniel Tubb: Treasurer (November) / Trésorier (novembre)
c. Alex Oehler: Communications
d. Olivia Roy-Malo: Francophone Member at Large/Membre active francophone
e. Deidre Rose: Secretary/Secrétaire (absent)
b. Incoming:
a. Bernard Perley: President Elect / Président élu
b. Jason Ellsworth: Treasurer (November) / Trésorier (novembre)
c. Sandrine Lambert: Communications
d. Emmanuelle Bouchard-Bastien: Francophone Member at Large / Membre active francophone
e. Daniel Salas-Gonzalez: Secretary / Sécretaire (absent)
c. Continuing:
a. Monica Heller: President Elect / Présidente élue >> President / Présidente
b. Emma Varley: President / Présidente >> Past President / Presidente sortante
c. Rine Vieth: Anglophone Member at Large / Membre actif anglophone

5) President’s Report / Rapport de la présidente
a. Emma Varley (President / Présidente) gave a report (see report)
b. Gave an overview of work done over the year
c. Noted updates on networks
d. Emphasized bilingualism and inclusivity
e. Introduced CASCA Presents as a venue for members to participate in, as well as to promote CASCA, member work, and more
f. Announced that next year’s deadline for graduating student award deadlines are May 15, 2024

6) Upcoming Conferences / Les prochains colloques
a. 2023 – CASCA-AAA in Toronto
a. Emma Varley (President) gave a summary of the theme, and invited members to participate in the joint meeting
b. 2024 – UBC Okanagan
a. May 15-18 2024, theme is to be announced

7) In Memoriam / In memoriam
a. Jane (J.) Teresa Holmes, Associate Professor in the Anthropology Department in the Faculty of Liberal Arts & Professional Studies, York University: died Nov. 18, at the age of 68.
a. J. Teresa Holmes was a respected academic, researcher and dedicated educator. She will be remembered for her warmth, generosity, and commitment to teaching and learning. She earned her PhD from the University of Virginia. Her research interests included East African colonial history, kinship and society, her professional life-long passion. Holmes also published field and archival research on tourism in Belize, helping to further develop an anthropology of tourism in the Caribbean. She was also a respected graduate supervisor who trained many doctoral and masters students and many of her former students considered her to be an esteemed mentor.
b. Samar Zora: PhD candidate at Duke University
a. Samar Zora was in Antakya, Turkey doing doctoral research in anthropology through Duke University. She was found in the rubble of a five-storey building that had collapsed in the earthquake on February 6th. Zora was born in Kuwait but moved to Canada when she was five years old; she moved back to Kuwait during her sophomore year of high school. Zora got her bachelor’s degree in finance at the American University of the Middle East in Kuwait but felt unfulfilled with her degree. What she really wanted to study was the humanities. Zora obtained her second bachelor’s and master's degree in anthropology at McGill University. It was Zora’s dream to be a professor in anthropology. At Duke University, Zora was a fourth-year doctoral candidate in cultural anthropology and had been conducting research in Hatay Province, Turkey, when the Feb. 6 earthquakes hit Turkey and Syria.

8) Weaver-Tremblay Award / Prix Weaver-Tremblay: Winner – Dr. Colin Scott
a. Emma Varley (President) announced the winner (Colin Scott) and read a prepared statement recognizing him for his work

9) Richard F. Salisbury Award / Prix Richard F. Salisbury – Alice Miot-Bruneau, Doctorante Université Laval
a. Emma Varley (President) announced the winner (Alice Miot-Bruneau)
b. Alice studies institutional and infra-institutional environmental management in Nunavik. The research will develop the concept of infra-institutional space to examine less visible forms of political and institutional action, often mobilized by women.

10)  Presentation of the Fellows of the Canadian Anthropology Society, 2023 / Présentation des membres émérites de la Société canadienne d’anthropologie, 2023
a. Emma Varley presented the two winners, Michael Lambek and Susan Vincent
b. Michael Lambek: Dr. Lambek holds a BA from McGill and a PhD from the University of Michigan. He has conducted long-term fieldwork in the western Indian Ocean (Mayotte and Madagascar) since 1975 and for shorter periods in Europe. From 2006-2020 he held a Canada Research Chair in the Anthropology of Ethical Life, under which he founded the Centre for Ethnography at UTSC. He has written on spirit possession, Islam, the anthropology of knowledge, therapeutic practice, ritual and religion, ethical judgment, kinship, memory, and historicity, among other topics. He is currently interested in the intersection of anthropology with philosophy and especially in articulating the ethical dimensions of action and thought.  
c. Susan Vincent: Dr. Susan Vincent completed her master’s degree at McGill and her Doctorate at the University of Toronto. Beginning with her graduate work, she has carried out long term ethnographic research on livelihood strategies in the Central Peruvian Andes throughout her career. Her research interests also include political and economic anthropology, gender, anthropology of development, and peasant society. She has held positions at the University of Saskatchewan and Mount Allison University, and she is currently a Full Professor in the Department of Anthropology at St. Francis Xavier University. Dr. Vincent’s work exemplifies discerning scholarship in addressing gender dynamics in rural communities, courage in conducting field research in Peru in a period of physical danger, and deep commitment to the communities in which she has worked and lived during these decades. Her continuing research traces the implementation and outcome of development project after development project in one local area over decades, asking: What is the role of development projects in the lives of marginalized peoples over generations within a community? How does local, gendered social change happen? How do migration trends impact communities?

11) Labrecque-Lee Book Prize / Prix Labrecque-Lee: Rine Vieth presented the awards:
a. Yana Stainova, Sonorous Worlds: Musical Enchantment in Venezuela (University of Michigan Press, 2021)
a. Rine Vieth announces that “Sonorous Worlds: Musical Enchantment in Venezuela” is the winner of the 2022 Labrecque-Lee Award. The book was authored by Yana Stainova, an Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology at McMaster University. The committee was deeply impressed by the book’s solid balance of authorial voice, theoretical engagement, and empirical construction, and described how it opened new worlds of thought and reflection for committee members, who were grateful for it.
b. Book Abstract: “Sonorous Worlds is an ethnography of the young Venezuelan musicians who participate in El Sistema, many of whom live in urban barrios and face everyday gang violence, state repression, social exclusion, and forced migration in response to sociopolitical crisis. This book looks at how these young people engage with what the author calls “enchantment,” that is, how through musical practices they create worlds that escape, rupture, and critique dominant structures of power.  Stainova’s focus on artistic practice and enchantment allows her to theorize the successes and failures of political projects through the lens of everyday transformations in people’s lives.”
b. Cowichan Elder Dr. Ruby Peter (Sti’tum’atul’wut) and Helene Demers, What Was Said to Me: The Life of a Sti’tum’atul’wut, a Cowichan Woma (Royal BC Museum, 2021)
a. Rine Vieth announces that the 2022 Honorary Mention for the Labrecque-Lee Book Prize goes to “What Was Said to Me: The Life of a Sti’tum’atul’wut, a Cowichan Woman.” The book was authored by Cowichan Elder Dr. Ruby Peter (Sti’tum’atul’wut; deceased) in collaboration with Helene Demers (Professor, Department of Anthropology, Vancouver Island University)
b. Book Abstract: “A narrative of resistance and resilience spanning seven decades in the life of a tireless advocate for Indigenous language preservation.  Life histories are a form of contemporary social history and convey important messages about identity, cosmology, social behaviour, and one’s place in the world. This first-person oral history—the first of its kind ever published by the Royal BC Museum—documents a period of profound social change through the lens of Sti’tum’atul’wut—also known as Mrs. Ruby Peter—a Cowichan elder who made it her life’s work to share and safeguard the ancient language of her people: Hul’q’umi’num’.”

12) CASCA Awards for Teaching Excellence (CATE) / Prix d’excellence en enseignement de la CASCA (PEEC)
a. Emma Varley (President) presented the award
b. Dr. Liesl Gambold receives CATE (permanent faculty). Dr. Gambold is an Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology at Dalhousie University, where she also serves as the Coordinator of the Gender & Women’s Studies Program. She has taught a wide range of undergraduate courses within and beyond social anthropology, ranging from “Introduction to Gender & Women's Studies”, “Rethinking Kinship: Family in the 21st century”, "Sport: Why We Play", "Childhood Across Cultures", to “Interviewing and Qualitative Research Techniques.” Dr. Gambold’s teaching approach is centrally premised on meeting students where they are and encouraging their resilience as young scholars, efforts she cultivates through relationships, delivering course materials via technological avenues that resonate with students, or innovative events that encourage their recognition and appreciation that the scholarly journey is as important as the destination. In her course delivery and supervision, Dr. Gambold supports her students to embrace lifelong habits of curiosity and discovery about the world around them. She also develops assignments that allow them to really experience the ethnographic 'at home', even in the music they listen to. Against the backdrop of our rapidly changing world, Dr. Gambold’s commitments include helping students discover and welcome the diverse ways that human culture is made to change.
c. Dr. Karl Schmid receives CATE (course instructor). Dr. Schmid has been a contract instructor at York University, Trent University, and the University of Guelph. He currently holds a LSTA at York University. Since 2006, Karl has developed and taught more than sixteen courses, from courses that deal with food, nutrition, theory, and economy, to those exploring intercultural and professional training. At York, he has been the central teacher of courses leading to a certificate in advocacy and public engagement. Always willing to try new approaches to pedagogy at the boundaries of the university and beyond, he was recently involved with a community project course collaboratively taught with faculty from engineering and fine arts. Karl has secured and supervised placements of majors in government, and with corporations and community organizations, and organized guest speaker events for students on public facing anthropology. A wider theme of his research is dispossession and displacement, such as with the policing of social space in the southern Egyptian tourism zone of Luxor. As one of more than forty urban and suburban researchers involved in The Global Suburbanisms Major Collaborative Research Initiative, he explored cultural assemblages of exclusion in the making of Cairo’s vast planned periphery.

13) Medical Anthropology Network 2023 Best Paper Prize / Prix du meilleur article du Réseau de l’anthropologie médicale de la CASCA en 2023
a. Emma Varley announced the winner: Andrée-Ann Métivier, of the Université Laval, for her article, “Des psychologues en pleine conscience. Tension entre légitimation scientifique et adhésion morale dans la recherche sur le mindfulness” / “Mindfulness psychologists. Tension between scientific legitimization and moral adherence in mindfulness research”, which was published in Anthropologica 64(1), 2022.

14) Past-President’s Report / Rapport du président sortant
a. Éric Gagnon Poulin gave an oral report

15) Treasurer’s Report / Rapport du trésorier
a. Daniel Tubb gave a report (and will be in the position until November)
b. Usually: Treasurer gives a report on the last year, but the situation as it is means that is not possible—books are being prepared now
c. Issue was delays, needing more financial information about Anthropologica (now open-access) because moved from University of Toronto Press
d. Busiest time of year of conference planning
e. Will plan on transferring in November, and will continue on as Past Treasurer

16) Communication Officer’s Report / Rapport de l’agent des communications
a. Alex Oehler gave a report, in the form of a video
b. Announced the new website, including newsletter and job bank updates
c. Will remain around during the transfer
d. A lot of excitement about the new website

17) Secretary’s Report / Rapport de la secrétaire: New Call for nominations for 2023-2024 / Appel de candidatures pour 2023-2024 : President Elect / Président désigné; Member at Large-Anglophone / Membre actif anglophone
a. Secretary Deidre Rose was absent. Report given in the form a Power Point presented by Emma Varley
b. Reminder about Canadian medical Anthropology Network, Precarious and Unwaged Anthropology network
c. Gave thanks at end to all who have helped her

18) Members-at-large Reports / Rapports des membres actif·ve·s
a. Rine Vieth gave the Anglo member report verbally
a. Reviewed past work, current work, future goals
b. Oliva Roy-Malo: Gave a presentation
a. Gave statistics of Culture, including mapping where people are viewing Culture from
b. Discussed that we did not get papers for this edition of Culture
c. Inclusive language: embrace neutral writing, read out the motion
d. Served on a few committees, including Salisbury and Weaver-Tremblay
e. Passes the Francophone Member at Large to Emmanuelle Bouchard-Bastien

19) Anthropologica Editor-in-Chief Report / Rapport de la rédactrice en chef d’Anthropologica: Alexandrrien Boudreault-Fournier
a. Moved to open access in 2021: Coalition Publica Advisory Committee, Érudit consultation committee, Libraria executive committee (Cooperative for Open C4O project)
b. New upcoming special issues
c. Challenges: New website for Anthropologica, more francophone presence
d. Multimodal Work: Completing by 2025
e. Visibility and indexing: Promote visibility and high-quality submissions
f. Workflow: Editorial team of Editor-in-Chief, Editorial Assistant, Assoc Editor (FR), Assoc Editor (EN); working in collaboration
g. Since going open access: increasing number of peer reviewed articles/issue (11 in 2018 to 30 in 2023)

20) Women’s Network Report / Rapport du Réseau des femmes (Pauline McKenzie Aucoin) (absent)

21) Networks / Les réseaux
a. Linguistic Anthropology Network (LingAnthLing) (Monica Heller):
a. 28 people said they wanted to participate
b. Eric Henry, Sarah Schulist and Céline (sp) at Simon Fraser
b. Critical Pedagogy Network (Maggie Cummings):
a. New co-chair: Melissa Gauthier
b. Mary-Lee Mullholland has stepped down (helped form network)
c. Critical Pedagogy Network has a panel at the annual conference
d. Also have a Facebook group and listserv
c. Cultural Expertise (Emma Varley):
a. Will be led by Dr. Livia Holden (University of Oxford, Sorbonne University: CASCA Member), the Cultural Expertise Network was established and launched in December 2022.
b. Goals:
a. Contribute to the further development and refinement of cultural expertise as a service and career pathway in Canada.
b. Facilitate the professionalization of, and support provided to, graduate and early-career CASCA member-anthropologists entering the field, such as through CASCA- and CULTEXP sponsored training, workshops, and events.
c. Help ensure anthropologists’ practice of cultural expertise is legally principled and sound, culturally competent, and ethical at disciplinary, deontological, and legal scales.
d. Link Canadian anthropologists to scholarly, service, and employment opportunities, such as they relate to work in the areas of – for instance – asylum and refugee claims, criminal and family law, and treaty negotiations and claims.
c. CASCA members serving in this important field of practice, or those interested in learning more, are warmly invited to contact Dr. Livia Holden about joining the network. Her contact information can be found under the ‘Cultural Expertise Network’ tab of CASCA’s “Groups and Networks” subpage on CASCA’s main website.

22) Committees / Les comités
a. Labour Committee (Eric Henry):
a. Soon-to-be launched survey on precarity in Canadian anthropology: survey, semi-structured interviews this summer, and then reporting back to membership later
b. Will also be publishing results in Anthropologica and at the annual conference

23) Incoming President’s Remarks / Allocution de la nouvelle présidente (Monica Heller)
a. Will take up efforts in working collaboratively
b. Wants to keep working collaboratively, facilitate the realization of numerous important efforts going on
c. Concerns between outgoing/incoming members for a collaborative effort to address shared concerns, like precarity, communication, and more
d. We have more and more spaces to exchange ideas and have conversations
e. Will be president during two conferences 
f. Thanks to the AAA/CASCA executive committee and those on the joint committee, as well as scientific committee
g. Increase the visibility of Canadian anthropology, huge congrats to all award winners

24) Other Business / Autres affaires
a. No business arising

25) Adjournment / Ajournement
a. Emma Varley thanked everyone for their attendance and participation
b. Moved by Éric Gagnon Poulin, seconded by Martha Radice
c. Passed unanimously

End: 3:16 pm



AGM 2023 Attendees:

1. Alex Oehler
2. Emma Varley
3. Martha Radice
4. Monica Heller
5. Sandrine Lambert
6. Alex Boudrealt-Fournier
7. Bernard Perley
8. Carole Therrien
9. Christina Holmes
10. Christine Schreyer
11. Clint Westman
12. Colin Scott
13. Daniel Tubb
14. Elaine McIllwriath
15. Emmanuelle Bouchard-Bastien
16. Éric Gagnon Poulin
17. Eric Henry
18. Janice Graham
19. Jason Ellsworth
20. Jim Waldram
21. Maggie Cummings
22. Martha Radice
23. Mary-Lee Mullholland
24. Michael Lambek
25. Michelle Daveluy
26. Monica Heller
27. Olivia Roy-Malo
28. Pam Downe
29. Rine Vieth
30. Sandrine Lambert
31. Susan Vincent
32. Tania Granadillo
33. Tara Joly
34. Udo Krautwurst
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